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The Chairman opened the meeting by summing up the main points
discussed at its preceding restricted meeting.

Firstly, the Committee had confirmed that the Chairman should

continue in the chair despite the outcome of the Danish referendum.’Secondly,
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A substantial part of the population has had increasing
reservations regarding membership of the EC in recent years. However, after
the referendum, a poll had showed that more than 80% were against Denmark

leaving the Community.

I. Approval of the minutes of the 266th meeting

The Committee approved the minutes of the 266th meeting.

II. Monitoring of economic and monetary developments and policies in the

EEC.
- Preparation by the Foreign Exchange Policy Sub-Committee
(Monitoring)
- Statistical charts and tables prepared by the Secretariat
- Note prepared by the Economic Unit entitled "Community Financial
Markets following the Danish Referendum"
1. Statement by Mr. Saccomanni, Chairman, Foreign Exchange Policy

Sub-Committee (Monitoring)

The Monitoring Group had concluded that it was too early to say
what would happen in the markets in the near future following the Danish
referendum result. There were too many uncertainties, particularly with
regard to the forthcoming referendum in Ireland and the European Council
meeting in Portugal. At the same time, it was noted that central banks had
reacted by using the range of Basle/Nyborg instruments such that they had
been able to maintain general credibility of monetary policy and exchange
rate stances. However, there were preliminary indications that some damage
had been inflicted on the markets; in particular, the ECU had weakened and
the yield on ECU bonds had risen, though it was still below its theoretical
yield. There was concern that international bond market players were giving
investors blanket recommendations to sell ECU and high yielding bonds without
providing more specific details. Furthermore, the perception of exchange risk
had generally increased; it was not clear when the reduction of risk premia
would be possible.

2. Statement by Mr. Ciampi

Mr. Ciampi said that he had never played down the problems of the
Italian economy which he had most recently addressed when he presented the
Banca d’Italia’s Annual Report two weeks previously. European Union was a
strongly felt goal in Italy; the commitments entered into at Maastricht had
been rightly interpreted as a powerful stimulus to accelerate the adjustment

of the Italian economy so as to bring down inflation to the levels of the



most stable Community countries and to restore public finances to a sound
footing.

In recent weeks the following events had occurred. Firstly, the
political fragmentation caused by the Italian general election on 5th April
had made the formation of a new government highly complex. An important step
forward had been taken with the election of a President of high moral
standing and considerable political experience, who had not been involved in
the disputes among the political parties. Secondly, the Italian political
situation had been complicated by the effects of the emerging bribery and
corruption scandals. The action <carried out by the judiciary was
praiseworthy. Thirdly, the Danish referendum result had had repercussions on
all Community markets, but it had had deeper effects in Italy owing to the
underlying weakness of the Italian economy; the constraint on Italy to
address the weaknesses of its economy was felt to have been made less
stringent.

The Banca d’'Italia had responded to the market’s reaction by
raising the rate on fixed-term advances by half of a percentage point to 13Z%
on 4th June; the interbank rate had since risen to over 14% and interest rate
differentials vis-a-vis other ERM currencies had widened. Intervention sales
of foreign currencies had also been made. However, the effect of these
various measures had been somewhat blunted by the weakening of the US dollar
and the consequent strengthening of the Deutsche Mark.

Any further action would depend: firstly, on developments in other
Community markets - even a slight reduction in interest rates in those
countries with strong currencies would ease the tension by confirming the
common commitment to stability-oriented policy co-ordination; and, secondly,
on the timing and means by which the Government crisis in Italy was resolved.
The Banca d’'Italia would continue to act to ensure that the Italian economy
would not worsen in the interim period which would otherwise compound the
difficulties for the future Government. It intended to maintain a firm
exchange rate policy in the fight against inflation, and the restrictive
monetary policy stance had been complemented by a policy of limiting wage
increases, starting with the public sector; it should still be possible for
the rate of inflation to be reduced from its current level of 5.7% to below
5% at the end of 1992.

The Italian economy had the human and technical resources to start
a new phase of lasting growth: the incomes policy would have to be confirmed
and strengthened by the new Government, which would also have to reduce the

budget deficit, in particular by curbing public expenditure.



3. Discussion by the Committee

Mr. Beleza said that comfort could be derived from the way in which
the Community central banks and the markets had reacted to recent events;
this had demonstrated that the credibility of the monetary and exchange rate
policies had been maintained. The anti-inflationary policy would continue
and, in pursuing its exchange rate policy, the Banco de Portugal would
continue to try to avoid creating tensions for other ERM currencies. The
decision had been made to lift the bulk of the remaining controls on capital
outflows in Portugal; a detailed memorandum would be circulated as soon as

the measures had been formally enacted.

IIT. Adoption of the Committee’s report to the EEC Ministers of Finance on

developments on the foreign exchange markets of the nineteen countries

participating in the concertation procedure during May and the first few

days of June 1992

The Committee adopted the report, which would be sent to the EEC
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2. Suomen Pankki’s proposal for bilateral swap arrangements with EC

central banks

The Committee agreed that the letter dated 4th June 1992 from the
Governor of Suomen Pankki to the Chairman, which contained the suggestion
that negotiations should begin on bilateral swap arrangements between the
Finnish central bank and those in the Member States, should be considered by
the Foreign Exchange Policy Sub-Committee. At their July meeting the
Governors would consider the Finnish request independently of the current
deliberations on monetary co-operation with third countries.

3. The pegging of the Cyprus pound to the ECU

The Chairman referred to a conversation which he had had recently
with the Governor of the Central Bank of Cyprus in which the latter had
explained that, following the Government of Cyprus’ decision to peg the
Cyprus pound to the ECU, there was an interest on the part of the authorities
in closer co-operation with the Community central banks. The Chairman had
responded that the wider issues involved in connection with requests of that
nature were currently being considered by the Foreign Exchange Policy
Sub-Committee and that the Central Bank of Cyprus would be kept informed of
the outcome.

4. Proposal for an exchange of personnel among the EC central banks

The Committee approved the proposal for an exchange of personnel
among the EC central banks set out in the memorandum dated 3rd June 1992
which had been prepared by the Heads of Personnel of the EC central banks at
the request of the Committee of Governors.

5. Staffing of the Secretariat

The Committee appointed Mr. Alders (de Nederlandsche Bank) as a
professional member of the Secretariat. Mr. Alders will succeed Mr. Guiomard
who is returning to the Central Bank of Ireland.

6. BIS Annual Report

Mr. de larosiére expressed his misgivings on the negative reference

in the Annual Report of the BIS on the consequences of European Monetary

Union.

VI. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting of the Committee of Governors will take place in

Basle on Tuesday, l4th July starting at 9.30 a.m.
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