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Pandemic emergency purchase programme (PEPP) 
 
 
 
• Announced 18 March 2020  

• Monetary policy stance 
o (in combination with other elements) 

• Market stabilisation 
o general role (similar in other monetary regimes) 

o special nature of a monetary union  

• Also: revised liquidity operations; collateral easing measures; supervisory 

measures 
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Market stabilisation: general role 
 
 
 
• Sharp downgrade in outlook; elevated uncertainty 

• Portfolio rebalancing scramble: more liquidity; less leverage 

• Overshooting risks: liquidity spirals (interaction of market liquidity and funding 

liquidity); fire sales; lack of market-makers 

• Stabilising role of central banks (liquidity provision to counterparties; 

purchases in sovereign and private securities markets) 
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Market stabilisation: euro area context 
 
 
 
• Multi-country monetary union  

• Heterogeneity in multiple dimensions: 
o Fundamentals: macroeconomic indicators, public finances, … 

o Non-fundamental: investor beliefs, liquidity, … 
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Pandemic emergency 
 
 
 
• Covid-19 as an exogenous shock  

• Mostly common fundamental effects: 
o Blanket lockdowns 

o Generally elevated death rates 

• Asymmetric non-fundamental effects: 
o Flight to safety in February/March 

 Asset prices: inversely correlated sovereign bond yields 
 Quantities: historically large cross-border financial flows 

o Heightened market segmentation 
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Multiple equilibria 
 
 
 
Without intervention: 

• Endogenous risk amplifies exogenous shock 
o Non-fundamental effects can “select” bad equilibrium 

 

With intervention: 

• Eliminate excess (endogenous) risk 
o Well-engineered interventions can offset non-fundamental effects; restore good 

equilibrium 

 Central banks have an essential stabilisation role 
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Central banking in a pandemic 
 
 
 
• Lessons from recent history 

o Non-standard policies can be effective in offsetting non-fundamental effects 

• Proportionality 
o Extensive evidence that adequate market stabilisation requires large-scale 

intervention 

• Interaction with other policies 
o Fiscal policy and EU framework 

o Common safe asset 

o Capital markets union 

“Recovery Fund” 
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Euro area composite indicator of systemic stress (CISS) 
(percentages per annum) 
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Sources: ECB, Refinitiv, own calculations and Hollo, D., Kremer , M. and Lo Duca, M. (2012), “CISS – A Composite Indicator of Systemic Stress in 
the Financial System”, Working Paper Series, No 1426, ECB, March. 
Notes: The long-term average is calculated over the period 1999-2020. The latest observations are for 18 June 2020. 
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Corporate bond spreads in the euro area 
(basis points) 
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Source: Markit iBoxx. 
Note: The latest observations are for 18 June 2020. 
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Euro Stoxx index 
(rebased to 100 on 1 January 2020) 

Sources: Bloomberg and ECB calculations. 
Note: The latest observations are for 19 June 2020. 
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3-month EURIBOR and 3-month OIS 
(percentages per annum) 
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Sources: Bloomberg and ECB calculations. 
Note: The latest observations are for 19 June 2020. 
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10-year euro area GDP-weighted sovereign yield 
spread over 10-year OIS rate 
(basis points) 
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Sources: Refinitiv and ECB calculations. 
Note: The spread is the difference between the euro area GDP-weighted 10-year sovereign yield and the 10-year OIS rate.  
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Sources: Markit iBoxx, ECB and ECB calculations. 
Notes: The chart reports the correlation between (the level of) bank bond yields and sovereign yields. Each dot corresponds to a daily recording of 
the average yield for senior unsecured bonds (IG) issued by banks with a given maturity in a given country and the sovereign yields with the same 
maturity for the same day in the same country. The latest observations are for 18 June 2020. 

Bank and sovereign bond yields 
(daily; percentages per annum; x-axis: sovereign yields; y-axis: bank bond yields) 
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Sources: Markit iBoxx, ECB and ECB calculations. 
Notes: The chart reports the correlation between (the level of) corporate bond yields and sovereign yields. Each dot corresponds to a daily recording 
of the average yield for senior unsecured bonds (IG) with a given maturity issued by non-financial corporates in a given country and the sovereign 
yields with the same maturity for the same day in the same country. The latest observations are for 18 June 2020. 

Corporate and sovereign bond yields 
(daily; percentages per annum; x-axis: sovereign yields; y-axis: corporate bond yields) 
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Average R-squared of 10-year sovereign spreads on 
the first two principal components 

Sources: Refinitiv and ECB calculations. 
Notes: The regressions are in first differences. The length of the rolling windows is 99 days, which corresponds to four-and-a-half months (of 22 
trading days each month) of data, so that the last estimated R-squared covers the coronavirus crisis period from mid-January to the end of May. The 
average R-squared reported for the second principal component (PC) is the average difference between the R-squared of the regression on the first 
PC and the R-squared of regressions on the first and second PCs.  
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Loadings of standardised sovereign spreads on the 
first two principal components 
(first differences) 
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Sources: Refinitiv and ECB calculations. 
Notes: The regressions are in first differences. The length of the rolling windows is 99 days, which corresponds to four-and-a-half months (of 22 
trading days each month) of data, so that the last estimated R-squared covers the coronavirus crisis period from mid-January to the end of May. The 
average R-squared reported for the second principal component (PC) is the average difference between the R-squared of the regression on the first 
PC and the R-squared of regressions on the first and second PCs. The latest observations are for 18 June 2020. 
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GDP projections for Q2 2020 
(quarter-on-quarter percentage changes) 

Sources: Bloomberg and ECB staff calculations. 
Note: Mean of forecasts revised on the last business days. 
Latest update: Dates for the ECB/Eurosystem staff macroeconomic projections exercise refer to the cut-off dates rather than the publication dates: 
28 February 2020 for the March exercise; 27 April for the ECB scenarios published on 1 May 2020 (see Battistini, N. and Stoevsky, G. (2020), 
“Alternative scenarios for the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on economic activity in the euro area”, Economic Bulletin, Issue 3, European 
Central Bank); and 25 May for the June exercise. 
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Sources: ECB and Eurostat. 
Notes: “Less vulnerable” countries are Austria, Belgium, Finland, France, Germany and the Netherlands; “more vulnerable” countries are Italy, 
Greece, Portugal and Spain. First estimates/provisional data for Spain regarding April 2020. Data recorded on the basis of the Sixth Edition of the 
IMF Balance of Payments Manual (BPM6). The latest observations are for April 2020. 

Cross-border portfolio investment flows by country 
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Sources: ECB and Eurostat. 
Notes: “Less vulnerable” countries are Austria, Belgium, Finland, France, Germany and the Netherlands; “more vulnerable” countries are Italy, 
Greece, Portugal and Spain. First estimates/provisional data for Spain regarding April 2020. Data recorded on the basis of the Sixth Edition of the 
IMF Balance of Payments Manual (BPM6). The latest observations are for April 2020. 

Cross-border portfolio investment flows by country 
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Source: ECB securities holdings statistics.  
Notes: Data for Q1 2020 are preliminary and do not include Italian insurance companies. GOV refers to public institutions; HH refers to households; 
IC refers to insurance corporations; IF refers to investment funds; MFI refers to monetary financial institutions; OFI refers to other financial 
institutions; PF refers to pension funds. 

Portfolio asset flows by sector in Q1 2020 – euro area 
(quarterly flows in EUR billions) 
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Source: ECB securities holdings statistics.  
Notes: Data for Q1 2020 are preliminary and do not include Italian insurance companies. GOV refers to public institutions; HH refers to households; 
IC refers to insurance corporations; IF refers to investment funds; MFI refers to monetary financial institutions; OFI refers to other financial 
institutions; PF refers to pension funds. “Domestic” are flows where the holder country is the same as the issuer country; “Other EA” are euro area 
flows excluding domestic flows. 
  

Portfolio asset flows (investment fund shares) by 
sector and country of issuance in Q1 2020  
(quarterly flows in EUR billions) 
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Source: EPFR. 
Note: The latest observations are for April 2020.  

Flows into investment funds domiciled in Europe 
excluding the United Kingdom 
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Sources: EPFR and ECB staff calculations. 
Notes: Country flows are flows of global investment funds to securities issued in the following euro area countries: Austria, Belgium, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands, Portugal and Spain. Fund flows are investor flows to investment funds located in Europe except 
the United Kingdom. The latest observations are for the week ending on 17 June. 

Euro area investment fund flows – assets 
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Sources: ECB securities holdings statistics and Eurostat. 
Notes: “Less vulnerable” countries are Austria, Belgium, Finland, France, Germany and the Netherlands. Data for Q1 2020 are preliminary and do 
not include Italian insurance companies. HH refers to households; IC refers to insurance corporations; IF refers to investment funds; MFI refers to 
monetary financial institutions; OFI refers to other financial institutions; PF refers to pension funds.“Domestic” are flows where the holder country is 
the same as the issuer country; “EA ex dom” are euro area flows excluding domestic flows; “Non-EA” are non-euro area flows. 

Portfolio flows by sector in Q1 2020 – less vulnerable 
countries 
(quarterly flows in % of euro area GDP) 
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Sources: ECB securities holdings statistics and Eurostat. 
Notes: “More vulnerable” countries are Italy, Greece, Portugal and Spain. Data for Q1 2020 are preliminary and do not include Italian insurance 
companies. HH refers to households; IC refers to insurance corporations; IF refers to investment funds; MFI refers to monetary financial institutions; 
OFI refers to other financial institutions; PF refers to pension funds.“Domestic” are flows where the holder country is the same as the issuer country; 
“EA ex dom” are euro area flows excluding domestic flows; “Non-EA” are non-euro area flows. 
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Sources: ECB investment fund statistics and Eurostat. 
Notes: Assets are euro area investment fund bond and equity flows. Liabilities are flows to investment fund shares issued by euro area investment 
funds. “Domestic” are flows where the holder country is the same as the issuer country; “EA ex dom” are euro area flows excluding domestic flows; 
“Non-EA” are non-euro area flows. The latest observations are for Q1 2020. 
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Conclusions 
 
 • Evidence shows that liquidity provision and the PEPP have contributed to 

market stabilisation (alongside the general monetary stance of the ECB) 

• Essential role for national and EU fiscal responses 

• Counterfactual: amplification of pandemic shock – deeper and more 

protracted recession; financial instability; risks to price stability 

• Extent and duration of pandemic shock still quite uncertain: PEPP in place 

until at least June 2021 


	Understanding the pandemic emergency purchase programme��(For further discussion on this topic, see my post on the ECB blog)
	Pandemic emergency purchase programme (PEPP)���
	Market stabilisation: general role���
	Market stabilisation: euro area context���
	Pandemic emergency���
	Multiple equilibria���
	Central banking in a pandemic���
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Conclusions��

